
To: Steven Archibald, Superintendent
From: Lisa Kudwa, Assistant Superintendent
Date: January 18, 2022
Re: Academic Support (Mustang/Charger Hour) Course

Since the early 2000s, South Lyon middle school students who received math or ELA grades of
a D- or lower were mandatorily placed in English and/or Math Labs to receive additional support
in those subject areas. Prior to the pandemic, the needs of struggling learners began to evolve
into a deficit of a variety of skills beyond basic math computation and literacy that the Math or
ELA labs supported.  This gap widened through the pandemic.  These factors are the reasons
behind the creation of the Middle School Academic Support Class, also known as Mustang or
Charger Hour.

The aim of Mustang/Charger Hour is to enhance students’ academic skills and to make them
better equipped for success in their current classes and prepare for the next level of their
educational journey.  The course is designed to assist students in developing positive habits that
emphasize personal responsibility, self-advocacy, emotional intelligence and self confidence.
Honing these skills will help students succeed academically as well as develop important life
skills.

Mustang/Charger Hour classes will be capped at a maximum of 15 students per class.  This low
student teacher ratio will allow the teacher more one-on-one time with each student as well as
foster a community style of learning in which individual students will be able to connect more
closely with their peers and become more confident and comfortable when it comes to sharing
ideas and perspectives.  Limiting the number of students also benefits the teacher by allowing
the teacher to cater to each individual’s unique learning style to ensure student engagement and
understanding.

Mustang/Charger Hour will be offered as a semester or year long course depending on student
need and grades will be based on a combination of assignment journal completion and student
growth.  Selection for Mustang/Charger Hour students will be done via a combination of teacher,
counselor, administrator and/or social worker recommendation and parent request.  Enrolled
students will also occasionally work with building social workers and counselors in the
Mustang/Charger Hour class period to further develop their academic skill growth.



The Mustang/Charger Hour course will be beneficial to the student body at both middle schools.
It allows for students to have support built into their school day.  It affords students the
opportunity to experience success in school.

Course Catalogue Description

This course is designed to improve study, advocacy and organizational skills while
supplementing academic instruction.  Teacher, administrator, social worker and/or counselor
recommendation is required for enrollment.  This course is available to 6th, 7th and 8th grade
students.


